
The opera world and Chautauqua community lost a powerful voice with the passing of Spiro Malas on June 

23. In his storied career he appeared on Broadway and the stages of opera houses around the world. He was a 

legend, whose exotic name seemed to match the colorful stories we all have heard while building our careers! 

The loss of Spiro will be deeply felt here at Chautauqua. While he appeared in several productions with 

Chautauqua Opera, Spiro’s soul was in the School of Music studios and practice rooms. He touched all of our 

lives, and our hearts go out to Marlena and the entire Malas family. 

This production of Il Barbiere di Siviglia is dedicated to Spiro Malas with thanks for everything he has given to 

opera, and especially opera at Chautauqua.

Music by Gioachino Rossini, Libretto by Cesare Sterbini (after the play Le Barbier de 

Séville by Pierre-Augustin Caron de Beaumarchais)

CAST CREATIVE AND PRODUCTION
Conductor/Music Director Steven Osgood

Stage Director Kathleen Smith Belcher

Set Designer Alan Muraoka

Lighting/Video Designer Michael Baumgarten

Costume Designer Howard Tsvi Kaplan

Wig/Makeup Designer Martha Ruskai

Assistant Stage Director Grant Preisser

Coach/Accompanist Dorothy Randall

  Allison Voth

Diction Coach/Supertitles Allison Voth

Technical Director John P. Woodey

Properties Master/Scenic Artist Theresa Pierce

Stage Manager Valerie K. Wheeler

Assistant Stage Managers Kendra Green
  Amelia Nordin   
  Emily Barber

Fiorello
 Yazid Gray*

Count Almaviva
 Blake Friedman*

Figaro
 Daniel Belcher

Rosina
 Aleks Romano+

Doctor Bartolo
 Marco Nisticò+

Berta
 Kaitlyn Stavinoha*

Ambrogio
 Scott Purcell*

Basilio
 Michael Colman*

Officer
 Seunghee Lee*

Notary
 James Stevens*

Chorus
 Yazid Gray*
 Brian Jeffers*
 Edwin Joseph*
 Seunghee Lee*
 Jordan Loyd*
 Scott Purcell*
    Patrick Dean Shelton*
 James Stevens*

Il Barbiere di Siviglia

Steven Osgood

Aleks Romano

Marco Nisticò

Daniel Belcher

Kathleen Smith Belcher

— Steven Osgood

CREDITS
Orchestral materials furnished by David Carp

Scenery constructed by Local #266 I.A.T.S.E

Lighting provided by Advanced Production Group

Wigs provided by Martha Ruskai

Costumes provided by Sarasota Opera

(in order of appearance)

Blake Friedman

Performances July 5 at 4 p.m.; July 8 & 25 at 7:30 p.m.
Premiere Performance: Teatro Argentina, Rome, 1816

Chautauqua Opera Debut
2019 Chautauqua Opera Young Artist

 +
*



NOTES FROM THE DIRECTOR
I asked myself, why is this opera called The Barber 
of Seville when the story is really about Rosina 
finding true love? She is surrounded by men; one 
who believes he knows what is best for her, one who 
believes he can rescue her, and one who respects 
her and her formidable mind. Rosina is the smartest 
person in the room but is oppressed by the men 
around her and the time in which she lives. In Figaro 
I find both the personification of his literary father, 
Beaumarchais, and the one who ultimately liberates 
her. Beaumarchais was, among other things, a master 
clockmaker, political activist, and gadabout. Using 
the clockmaker as an inspiration, our Figaro becomes 
a jack-of-all-trades, including a magician who can 
manipulate time. Over the centuries the character 
of Figaro has challenged audiences to think about 
society and the mores that guide the populus. In his 
first stage appearance, Figaro pushed the boundaries 
of nobility versus servant constantly with his master 
and sparked a revolution. Perhaps audiences today 
can see that even after centuries have passed, 
oppression still exists, yet the desire to love and be 
loved for inner beauty instead of one’s position in 
society stands the test of time.

– Kathleen Smith Belcher
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“To make a living, craftiness 
is better than learnedness.”

— Pierre-Augustin Caron de Beaumarchais

“Where love is concerned, too much 
is not even enough.”

— Pierre-Augustin Caron de Beaumarchais

“You may 
delay, but 
time will 
not.”

— Benjamin Franklin

“The two 
most 
powerful 
warriors are 
patience  
and time.”

— Leo Tolstoy

“Being deeply 
loved by 
someone gives 
you strength, 
while loving 
someone deeply 
gives you 
courage.”

— Lao Tzu

“Don’t spend 
time beating on 
a wall, hoping 
to transform it 
into a door.”

— Coco Chanel



The Chautauqua Foundation and Chautauqua Opera acknowledge the generous support provided 

by the following contributors in support of opera through significant annual giving and sustained 

endowment funds: 

The Amphion Foundation, Inc.
A. Chace & Josephine B. Anderson Opera Endowment Fund
John E. Anderson Opera Endowment
The Peggy and Andy Anderson Family Fund for Opera
The Cynthia Auerbach Fund for Opera
Oliver G. & Sarah Sloan Bauman Fund for the Arts
Bemus Endowment for Opera
Loretta E. Bower
The Anne and John Burden Opera Fund
Chautauqua Opera Endowment Fund
Chautauqua Opera Guild Endowment Fund
The Thomas and Kathleen Clingan Fund for Opera 
The Connolly Family Fund for Opera
The Aaron Copeland Fund for Music
The John A. and Emily McKnight Corry Opera Fund
The Barbara Baldwin DeFrees Opera Fund
The Walter F. Ferchen Opera Fund
The Eleanor B. Franks Fund for the Opera
Estate of Dr. and Mrs. Myron B. Franks
The Kay Frantz Israel Fund for Opera
The James and Elisabeth Groninger Fund for Opera
The Jane A. Gross Opera Endowment
Jane A. Gross Philanthropic Fund of the Jewish Communal 

Fund
Pat and Jay Hudson
Robert W. Jeffrey Charitable Fund
The Mildred Lesenger Fund for Opera
The Kay H. Logan Opera Fund
Annette Pickens Malvin Memorial Fund for Opera
The Christopher and Susan Martin Opera Fund
Margaret Clark Mercer Fund for Opera
The Ralph E. Miller and Paul E. Cawein Fund for Opera
The Steve Z. and Mary G. Mitchell Family Fund
The M.L.E. Foundation, Inc.

The Reverend Lloyd V. Moffett Opera Endowment Fund
New York State Council on the Arts with the support of 

Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and the New York State 
Legislature

The Robert G. and Lillian Vitanza Ney Family Opera Fund
Robert and Anne Plyler
The Joseph A. and Anne T. Prezio Opera Endowment Fund
Richards Family Opera Fund
Molly Rinehart Fund for Opera
The Zemsky Endowment for Opera
The Wadsworth Fund
Charles Weaver and Family Fund for Opera
Dr. Fred R. Whaley and Helen A. Whaley Fund for Opera
The Robert & Virginia Young Opera Fund

CONTRIBUTORS TO CHAUTAUQUA OPERA 
(current as of June 17, 2019)

Support the Chautauqua Opera 
Company with your gift:
Through the Chautauqua Fund, your gift can be 
designated to the Chautauqua Opera Company

Through Endowment, you can give general support 
for opera at Chautauqua. Give specific support for one 
of the annual productions, a set or costume design. 
Endow a Young Artist or Guest Artist or endow the 
position of Artistic Director.

Through Planned Giving, you can provide for the 
Chautauqua Opera Company in your estate planning.

For information, please contact the Chautauqua 
Foundation at 716.357.6404 or visit the Foundation 
Office, The Colonnade Building, First Floor.
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Chautauqua Institution
PO Box 28
Chautauqua, NY 14722
chq.org

Chautauqua Institution is a non-profit organization, dependent upon your gifts to fulfill its mission.  

Gate tickets and other revenue cover only a portion of the cost of your Chautauqua experience.

opera.chq.org

/chautopera @ChautOpera

The Chautauqua Opera Guild Board of Directors thanks the following members  
for their outstanding support of the 2019 Chautauqua Opera season.

(current as of June 24, 2019)

Archangel ($1,000+)
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Angel ($500–$999)
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Wagner
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Loretta E. Bower

Juanell and David Boyd

Barbara and Jim Brady

Judith Claire and Robert Van Every
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Member ($50–$124)
Beth and Les Adler
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Tom and Kathy Clingan
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Don and Kathleen Greenhouse

Arlene Hajinlian 

Sallie Lou Holder

Carol and Bob Hopper

Catherine Jarjisian

Phil and Livia Kades

Jackie Katz and Edie Teibel 

Barbara and Herb Keyser

Douglas Kreider

Kate Swan Letarte 

Rich and Karin Lewis

Susan Rowan Masters

Michael D. Minor 

Casey and Marilyn Neuman

John and Esther Northman

Barbara Rait

Drs. Alice and Robert Rosenthal

Rodney Schlaffman and Lawrence Greenberg

Joan and Bob Spirtas

Margo Stuart 

Suzanne Taub

Jo-an M. Webb

Junior Member
Alexandra McKee

Shannon McKee
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