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SYNOPSIS 
The Lammermoor Hills of Scotland, circa 1901
Before the action — 

Murder lies buried in the family history of the Ravenswoods. 
Generations ago, a young man of the family slew the 
woman who rejected him. Since then the estate and castle 
have been haunted by their spirits.

Recently, having backed the wrong political powers,  
the Ravenswood family fortunes have fallen. Henry  
Ashton has used his political connections to evict the 
Ravenswoods from their estate and to seize  
the remainder of their holdings in the hills of Lammermoor. 
Edgar, the last of the Ravenswoods, is left destitute.  
But with the recent death of the Queen, the tables have 
now turned and the Ashton fortunes are teetering on 
collapse. In order to bolster his political position, Enrico  
has arranged a marriage between his sister Lucia and  
Lord Arturo of Bucklaw, the son of a wealthy and powerful 
family. Using the recent death of her mother as an  
excuse, Lucia manages to forstall the alliance. Enrico  
is getting desperate.

ACT I
Scene 1 
The Cemetery of the Lammermoor Estate — Night

Edgardo of Ravenswood has been spotted in the park of 
the estate by Normanno and other huntsmen. They vow 
to find him and throw him off the estate for good. Enrico 
confers with Reverend Bide-the-Bent, the family minister 
and Lucia’s tutor. His only hope to stave off political ruin is 
to marry Lucia into the Bucklaw family, but she has refused 
his demands. Normanno reveals that Lucia has fallen in love 
with a man who saved her from the attack of a wild bull. 
Since then, she has been meeting the stranger daily in the 
park. Enrico is enraged when he discovers that the stranger 
is Edgardo and vows to end the secret meetings once and 
for all.

Later that evening, Lucia and her companion Alisa enter the 
park to meet Edgardo. She recounts to Alisa the strange, 
ghostly apparitions she has seen near the fountain.  When 
Edgardo arrives, he tells Lucia he must leave immediately 
for France, but he wishes to make peace with Enrico. Lucia 
reminds him that her brother’s hatred for the Ravenswoods 
makes that impossible. They exchange rings and vow love 
until death. Promising to write frequently, Edgardo rushes 
off, leaving Lucia in the haunted park.

Scene 2 
The Great Hall in the Lammermoor Castle — 
Several Months Later

The wedding of Lucia and Arturo has been arranged, even 
though Lucia still refuses to marry him. Enrico manages 
to intercept all the correspondence between Edgardo 
and Lucia, and Normanno has prepared a forged note 

ostensibly from Edgardo in which he rejects Lucia for 
another woman’s love. Lucia enters, dismayed that she has 
not heard a word from Edgardo. Enrico berates her for not 
putting the family’s fortunes first, and for endangering his 
life. When Lucia declares that she considers herself as good 
as married to Edgardo, her brother shows her the forged 
letter. Lucia believes she has been abandoned by Edgardo.  

Raimondo joins Lucia and tells her that Edgardo has not 
answered any of his letters either. Unknown to them, Enrico 
has intercepted these letters as well. The minister reminds 
Lucia that her vows to Edgardo are not blessed by the 
church and therefore not valid.  In the name of God, he 
urges her to marry Arturo to save her brother. Lucia at  
last relents.

The guests gather for the wedding. Arturo promises to save 
the Ashton fortune, while Enrico assures his future brother-
in-law that the relationship between Lucia and Edgardo is 
nothing but a rumor. The bride enters and reluctantly signs 
the wedding contract just as Edgardo bursts into the room. 
When Edgardo is shown the wedding contract, he rejects 
Lucia. Unable to bear his anger, Lucia’s mind begins to fray. 

INTERMISSION

ACT II
Scene 1 
The Cemetery — Shortly After

Edgardo enters the park in despair. Enrico has followed  
him and challenges him to a duel. They agree to meet 
again at dawn.

Scene 2 
The Great Hall

Raimondo interrupts the wedding festivities in shock.  
Hearing screams from the bridal chamber, Raimondo  
entered it to find Arturo dead and Lucia murmuring nearby, 
still clutching a bloodied knife. 

Lucia enters the Great Hall. Torn between love and duty, 
she has been driven insane.

Scene 3 
The Cemetery — Just Before Dawn

Edgardo awaits Enrico’s arrival among the tombs of his own 
ancestors. A procession comes from the castle and tells him 
that Lucia is delirious. As he attempts to rush to her, the 
bells toll — Lucia is dead. Edgardo’s last wish is to join her.

— Jay Lesenger, Stage Director
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